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MINUTES 
CARBONDALE PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING 
December 17, 2020 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Ann Harris called the virtual special meeting of the Carbondale Public Arts Commission 
to order at 5:30 pm, on December 17, 2020. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

CPAC Members:  
 

Ann Harris, Co-Chairperson 
Susan Johnson, Co-Chairperson 
Carol Klein, Member 
Britni Johnson, Member 
David Thickman, Member 
Brian Colley, Member 
Suzanne Frazier, Member 
Joe Burleigh, Member 
Beth White, Member 
 

Town Staff Present: Laurie Lindberg, Town Liaison 
Eric Brendlinger, Parks & Recreation Department 
Director 
Kae McDonald, Boards & Commissions Clerk 

 
  
DISCUSSION ON ACCEPTING A GIFT OF THE TALL BEAR SCULPTURE THAT 
CURRENTLY SITS BY THE ROAD NEAR THE ENTRANCE TO THE DOG PARK/ 
NATURE PARK ON 4TH STREET: 
Ann Harris acknowledged that Amy Kimberly, Director of Carbondale Arts, had secured 
a private donor willing to purchase the bear sculpture that sits along Merrill Avenue near 
the entrance to the Carbondale Nature Park.  She asked if any commission members 
had any questions or concerns on accepting the sculpture donation. 
 
Joe was concerned that the sculpture isn’t securely attached to the base.  He also 
wondered if it would be possible to get the sculpture to spin like it originally did. 
 
Brian responded that the issue has been addressed and the sculpture should now be 
secure. 
 
Ann trusts that Public Works has addressed the issue. 
 
Suzanne added that she too would like to see it spin again. 
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Motion Passed: Suzanne moved to accept the donation of the bear sculpture.  Susan 
seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
IF APPROVED, DISCUSS A POSSIBLE LOCATION ON TOWN OF CARBONDALE 
PROPERTY TO MOVE THE SCULPTURE: 
Eric Brendlinger, Director of the Parks & Recreation Department, indicated that the 
sculpture is currently located on private property and with its donation acceptance the 
sculpture will need to be moved to Town of Carbondale property.  He likes where the 
sculpture is located and there is TOC property just north of where it sits, so it would still 
overlook the Nature Park.  He will need to confer with Public Works that there is enough 
room that it won’t impede street maintenance.  Eric also suggested two other 
locations—on Merrill Avenue at the turn-off to the Nature Park or at the entrance to the 
Nature Park. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
David asked if the sculpture would still be visible if it is moved to the north along Merrill 
Avenue.  Eric responded that if it is moved a short distance on Merrill, visibility wouldn’t 
be a problem.  However, if it is moved to the turn-off on Merrill, visibility might be 
impeded by trees. 
 
Britni asked if Public Works would provide a marble base.  Laurie responded that it is a 
possibility to add the marble base and that it would maintain consistency with the other 
sculptures around town. 
 
Carol asked if it would be moved in the spring.  Laurie responded that it would probably 
be moved in January (after the donation contract was completed). 
 
Eric asked if the sculpture was designed well.  Ann replied that the sculpture was 
installed by private citizens, so it isn’t known how stable the sculpture is.  Laurie added 
that when the sculpture is moved it will be welded to a steel plate that sits on top of the 
marble base.  She suggested moving it to a less-exposed environment. 
 
Ann asked what the next steps were to finalize the new location.  Eric replied that he will 
coordinate with Public Works to determine an adequate footprint.  That dimension will 
then inform where the sculpture can be located.  He added that the sculptor has 
permission to leave the sculpture on the private property until it can be moved. 
 
Laurie also added that she will contact the donor to sign the appropriate paperwork.  
Once that is completed the Town will then own the sculpture and be responsible for it. 
 
Ann asked Eric if there were any other possible locations for the sculpture.  He 
responded that he couldn’t think of any and really thought that this would be the best 
location. 
 
Ann asked Eric to pursue the details with Public Works and asked Laurie to contact 
Amy Kimberly to proceed with the required paperwork. 
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Susan asked if Eric should plan on attending the meeting to update the commission 
members on locations.  Ann responded that if the sculpture can stay close to where it is, 
there seems to be consensus among the commission members to keep it in that 
general location.  If, however, the sculpture needs to be moved elsewhere there will 
need to be further discussion. 
 
Susan applauded Ann, Laurie, and Amy Kimberly for their hard and timely work in 
getting this accomplished so quickly. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The December 17, 2020, special meeting adjourned at 5:50 pm.  The next regularly 
scheduled meeting will be on January 6, 2021 at 5:30 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


